9 June 2004

Open Day at Lab undertaking Pre-Games Testing on UK Athletes

Filming / photography of the work of Drug Control Centre at King’s College London 

Thursday 17 June 2004

Photographers:

10 am – 12 pm

Film crews / Journalists:
2 pm – 4 pm

Every British athlete taking part in the Olympics will be drug tested at least once before they leave for Athens.  The Drug Control Centre at King’s College London will be undertaking the testing on behalf of UK Sport in the run up to the 2004 Olympic Games and the Paralympics.

This is the most comprehensive pre-Games testing programme ever for Team GB. The Centre will undertake the testing as part of UK Sport’s anti-doping programme.  There will be at least one drug test on every member of the British Olympic squad before the start of the Games. 

The King’s Drug Control Centre is currently the only laboratory in the UK accredited by the World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) to analyse urine samples from sports competitors.  

David Cowan, Professor of Pharmaceutical Toxicology and Director of the Drug Control Centre, said,

‘The Drug Control Centre at King’s aims to offer a first class drug-testing programme in advance of the Games.  We feel privileged to have the opportunity to be part of this exciting event.’

At the Open Day the drug testing procedure can be observed including: the receiving of anonymous pairs of urine samples, the chain of custody, the storage facilities, the analytical equipment, and the scientific evaluation used to interpret the resulting data.

* * * *   To attend booking is essential * * * *

Contact Melanie Gardner, Senior Public Relations Officer, King’s College London on 

020-7848 3073 or melanie.gardner@kcl.ac.uk

Notes to Editors

The Drug Control Centre

UK Sport contracts the Drug Control Centre to provide the analytical service for its Anti-Doping Programme, which covers events and training in the UK. In addition, the laboratory receives requests from International Sports Federations and organisations outside the UK to undertake analysis.  All samples must meet the requirements of the World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) if they are to be accepted.  

The Centre, as well as being accredited by the WADA is also accredited by the UK Accreditation Service (UKAS) as a testing laboratory, in accordance with ISO 17025.  It was accredited to the ISO Guide 25 quality standard (the predecessor to ISO 17025) in February 1997.  The Centre was the first International Olympic Committee/WADA accredited laboratory to achieve this distinction.

Professor David Cowan 

Professor David Cowan  BPharm, PhD, FRPharmS, co-founded the Drug Control Centre in 1978, and became its Director in 1990.  He has served on a number of national and international committees including the Council of Europe Working Party investigating Drug Abuse in Sport that led to the first World Anti-Doping Convention, the Laboratory Representative on the International Olympic Committee's Medical Commission, and the World Anti-doping Association's Laboratory Accreditation sub-committee.  In 1998 he was awarded the IOC Trophy for Sport Ethics by the British Olympic Association.
He was Visiting Laboratory Director at the Salt Lake City Winter Olympic Games, where the first NESP positive was discovered.  He was also a member of the IOC Medical Commission for the Sydney Olympic Games in 2000.  The Centre undertook the sample analysis during the 2002 Manchester Commonwealth Games and Professor Cowan was Co-Director of the laboratory for the Malaysian Games in 1998.  He has published extensively in the field of pharmaceutical analysis especially as it relates to detecting drug administration in sport. 
King’s College London

King’s is one of the oldest and largest colleges of the University of London with 13,800 undergraduate students and some 5,300 postgraduates in ten schools of study.  The College had 24 of its subject-areas awarded the highest rating of 5* and 5 for research quality, demonstrating excellence at an international level.  King’s is in the top group of five universities for research earnings with income from grants and contracts of more than £93 million (2002-2003) and has an annual turnover of £320 million.  King’s is a member of the Russell Group, a coalition of the UK’s major research-based universities.

UK Sport

Established by Royal Charter in 1996, UK Sport is the lead agency for elite sport in the UK, with responsibility for supporting winning athletes, world class events and ethically fair and drug-free sport.  In running the UK’s anti-doping programme UK Sport conducts approximately 6,000 tests each year across more than 40 sports.  It also runs a comprehensive education and information programme for athletes and their support staff.       www.uksport.gov.uk/

Further information

For more information contact:  Melanie Gardner, Senior Public Relations Officer, King’s College London. Tel: 020-7848 3202, email melanie.gardner@kcl.ac.uk

