For release: Friday 13 February 2004 

Press invitation: 

Archbishop Tutu opens new Infection and Immunity Laboratories

Tuesday 17 February 2004 

Cutting edge new laboratories for one of the UK’s leading centres researching infectious diseases such as HIV, Aids, malaria and diabetes will be opened by the Most Revd Desmond Tutu on Tuesday 17 February 2004 at King’s College London’s Guy’s Campus.
The £7 million refurbishment of the Infection and Immunity Laboratories is part of a £400 million redevelopment of the College’s estate – the largest undertaken by any university in the country.

The team are investigating the genetic basis of disease susceptibility and resistance, undertaking research in several areas into the interplay between the body’s response mechanisms and the challenges presented by viruses, bacteria, fungi and parasites. 

New statistics announced last week (Friday 13 February 2004) show the levels of HIV infection soaring to record levels in the UK, but this is just a drop in the ocean compared to the crisis devastating Africa, about which the Archbishop is an astute commentator. 

He will give the keynote speech to EU ministers on the HIV crisis at the Ministerial Conference in Dublin on 23 February 23 2004. 

Archbishop Tutu is currently at King’s College London as a Visiting Professor in Post-Conflict Societies. 

Notes to editors

For media information or directions contact: Ruth Francis, Public Relations Officer, King’s College London. Tel: 020 7848 4334 or email: ruth.francis@kcl.ac.uk 

King’s College London
King’s is one of the oldest and largest colleges of the University of London with some 13,800 undergraduate students and some 5,300 postgraduates in ten schools of study. The College had 24 of its subject-areas awarded the highest rating of 5* and 5 for research quality, demonstrating excellence at an international level. King’s is in the top group of five universities for research earnings with income from grants and contracts of more than £93 million (2002-2003) and has an annual turnover of £320 million. King’s is a member of the Russell Group, a coalition of the UK’s major research-based universities.

