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MEDIA RELEASE
University engages with community flood history
The University of Gloucestershire in partnership with the Environment Agency is spearheading a unique project to involve local communities in the history and understanding of flood risk along the lower reaches of the River Severn.  

Significant floods have severely affected the lower Severn region in 1258, 1483,1770 and more recently in 1947, 1968, 1981, 1990 and 2000.  

Local people, from Bewdley in the north, down to the estuary near Lydney, will be invited to share their recollections and help compile evidence of these past floods, by augmenting the evidence from official and more recent gauged flood records, and through community research into written historic and photographic records gained from flood marks, county libraries, record offices, local newspapers and heritage centres. 

Participants from both urban centres and rural settlements along the Severn in Worcestershire and Gloucestershire will be encouraged to establish, analyse, debate and ‘own’ their local flood history – and look towards the future impact that Environment change may have on their lives in the lower Severn floodplain.

Dr Lindsey McEwen, Principal Lecturer in Physical Geography at the University, is managing the project, entitled Community Engagement with its Flood History – Understanding Risk.  
Dr McEwen said:
“The project will provide an innovative and community-based approach to understanding and engaging with flood risk.  We are keen to involve local people along the Severn in finding out information about past floods and bringing new material to light.  We hope to develop interest and expertise in flooding across the community, drawing involvement from schools, parish councils, local history societies and residents along the banks of the River Severn.”  

The Lower Severn Community Flood Information Network will be established, which will be accessible via an interactive website and a series of workshops, focus groups and a community discussion forum.   

A project steering group has been set up, comprising representatives from the University, the Environment Agency, the National Flood Forum, Severn Trent plc and Local Authorities.  Gillian Holland, Operations Director of the National Flood Forum is enthusiastic that the project will help people affected by flooding.

“We are delighted to be included right from the beginning of this exciting scheme. As an organisation which tries to support people affected by flooding, we know how useful this initiative will be in encouraging communities to acknowledge the risk and prepare for the future,” said Gillian.

The project has been enabled by a £42,535 grant from the Royal Society COPUS (Connecting People to Science) scheme.  In addition, nearly £15,000 of funding has been contributed by the Environment Agency.  Small grants have also been received from Cheltenham & Gloucester plc and Severn Trent plc.  

Lynn Wollen, Environment Agency Project Manager, commented:
“We are delighted to be working with the University of Gloucestershire on this very important project.  Although the project is focusing on the lower Severn catchment area, the outcomes will be in the form of recommendations that can be used to involve all communities in understanding flood risk.  These recommendations will be of direct benefit to our national and local flood awareness campaigns as well as local flood warning service improvements.”  

Individuals or groups who are interested in contributing information, stories, pictures or their time to the project can contact Dr Lindsey McEwen on 01242 532970/532922 or email lmcewen@glos.ac.uk
ENDS_________________________________________________________

Notes for Editors

· The University of Gloucestershire Project Team includes:
	Dr Lindsey McEwen MA, PhD, FRGS, ARSGS, ILTM (Principal Lecturer in Physical Geography
	· Flood extremes and their prediction

· Dealing with Environment risk

· Flood hazard management

· Use of archival sources in Environment reconstruction

	Andrew Charlesworth BA, MA (Reader in Human Geography)
	· Memorialisation of place

· Use of archival sources

· Social survey methodologies

	Dr John Hunt BSc, PhD, ILTM (Senior Lecturer in Physical Geography)
	· Public understanding of science

· Climate change and its impacts

	Dr Iain Robertson BA PhD, ILTM (Senior Lecturer in Human Geography)
	· Historical geography

· Advisor: oral histories methodologies

	Elisabeth Skinner (Principal Lecturer in Local Policy, Centre for Local Policy)
	· Specialist on community participation, communication strategies at the lowest tier of local government.

· Advisor: Accessing community networks

	Dr Philip Gravestock, BSc, PhD, ILTM (Senior Lecturer in Educational Development)
	· Educational development

· Advisor: Specialist website construction


· The COPUS Grant Schemes are funded by the Office of Science and Technology, DTI and by the Royal Society.  The Royal Society was founded in 1660, and is the independent scientific academy of the UK, dedicated to promoting excellence in science.   In total, the grant scheme awarded £758,000 of grants to projects across the UK.  Of 158 applications received, 25 projects were selected for an award.  
To attend the launch, to set up interviews, or for further information, please contact Rachel Jones on 01242 532871 or email rjjones@glos.ac.uk
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